MARION ROZELL GOSLING

October 17, 1912-January 23, 2004

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Marion Rozell, long time Marblehead historian, was born in 1912 and was brought up and

educated in Paterson, New Jersey. She earned her teaching certificate and briefly taught kindergarten
before marrying James Gosling. The couple lived in Greenwich Village in New York City before moving to
Marblehead in 1947 following James’ discharge from the service. They settled in the historic Nicholson
house on Mugford Street. Her subsequent research of John Nicholson, who built the house in 1754,
ignited her interest in Marblehead history. She went on to research more families which led her to
become a volunteer with the Marblehead Historical Society for more than 50 years,

Mrs. Gosling’s contribution to her adopted town were numerous and included the following:

Organized the Marblehead Red Cross Blood Drive for 40 years

Became the first woman president of the Marblehead Historical Society in 1971 after 73 years in
existence

Served as secretary and Executive Board member of the Historical Society from 1973 to 1990
Sorted, organized, and preserved Marblehead’s historical archives dating back to the town’s
establishment many of which were stored in boxes in the Abbot Hall basement

Served as a weekend tour guide at Abbot Hall during the tourist season and was known as
Keeper-of the “Spirit of 76” painting on display in the Selectman’s room

Was in charge of preserving and greeting guests at the G.A.R. room in the Old Town House
where Civil War veterans met until they died out in the 1930s

Was honored with the “Marblehead Forever” award as Person of the Year by the Marblehead
Chamber of Commerce in 2001 for keeping the spirit of Marblehead alive

Marion Gosling died January 23, 2004 at the age of 91. She was survived by two children, three

grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

This content contains the files of Marion Gosling which she accumulated during her 50-year

association with the Marblehead Historical Society. It includes results of her personal research, pertinent
newspaper articles, historical events, and men and women who contributed to the history of
Marblehead. In addition, there are many personal correspondences which document her detailed
attention to the many requests received from people researching their Marblehead genealogical roots.



CONTENTS LIST

SECTION 1 — Biographical Information of Early Marblehead Citizens

Box Folder Contents

1 1 Benjamin Abbot and his donation to build Abbot Hall

1 2 President John Adams family tree

1 3 The Adams-Parker-Green family genealogy

1 4 Woodward Abrahams

1 5 Abraham Allen family genealogy

1 6 Isaac Allerton, Mayflower passenger and early Marblehead settler

1 7 Mary Alley, teacher and practical nurse for whom Marblehead’s
Hospital was named

8 William Alton genealogy

1 9 General James Appleton and Rev. John Bartlett and The Marblehead
Society for the Encouragement of Industry

1 10 Thomas Appleton genealogy

1 11 Philip Ashton, prisoner of the pirate Ned Low

1 12 Edward Avery and Abbot Hall

1 13 Captain John Bailey

1 14 William Barber, original Marblehead settler

1 15 Parson John Barnard, pre-Revolutionary Marblehead clergyman

1 16 Rev. John Bartlett, Second Congregational Church

1 17 Clarence Bartol, Spanish American War

1 18 William Bartol, artist

1 19 Ashley Bowen seaman, and his illustrated journals

1 20 Nathan Bowen, teacher, astronomer, Justice of the Peace, author

and Board of Fire Wards member
21 Broughton family genealogy

22 Joseph and Lucretia Brown and the legend of Black Joe and Joe

Froggers

1 23 Bubier family genealogy

1 24 Carriwethen family, original Marblehead settlers

1 25 John Caswell family genealogy

1 26 Rev. Samuel Cheever genealogy

1 27 Lt. John Glover Cowell, War of 1812, grandson of Gen. John Glover

1 28 Captain Josiah Creesy, commander of The Flying Cloud clipper ship

1 29 Nellie Creesy, navigator of The Flying Cloud’s journey to the
California gold rush

1 30 Curtis and Evans family genealogy

1 31 Captain Benjamin Day

1 32 Dennis family genealogy

1 33 Derby and Conant family genealogy

1 34 Devereux family genealogy

1 35 Dinsmore family genealogy

1 36 Dixey family genealogy

1 37 Joseph Dixon, inventor of the graphite pencil

Date(s)

1795-1872
1735-1900s
1686-1837
1727-1813
1674-1800s
1620-
1824-1904

1700-1778
1820s

1740-1830
1772-
1876-1887
1761-1848
1644
1681-1770
1811-1849
1898
1800s
1728-1813
1698-1776

1693-1800s
1750-1834

1668-1958
1644
1715-1827
1600s
1780-1814
1850-
1851

1600s-1800s
1822-1910
1700s-1800s
1600s-1800s
1600s-1800s
1800s-1900s
1800s
1799-1869



Box Folder Contents Date(s)

1 38 John Doak genealogy 1800s

1 39 Doaney. “a town maverick” 1800s-1900s

1 40 Dodd family genealogy 1600s-1700s

1 41 Doherty family genealogy 1800s-1900s

1 42 Doliber family genealogy 1629-1800s

1 43 John Drury, last will and testament 1808

1 44 Thomas Eastland 1800s

1 45 Fosdick family genealogy 1733-1801

1 46 J.0.J. Frost. Artist 1852-1928

1 47 John Gatchell 1637

2 48 Elbridge Gerry family genealogy 1744-1814

2 49 Girdler family genealogy 1700s-1800s

2 50 General John Glover 1732-1791

2 51 Thoman Gray 1628-1631

2 52 James Gregory, “The Seed King” 1927-1900

2 53 Ebenezer Harris photograph undated

2 54 Dr. Edward Augustus Holyoke, “Giant of Early Medicine” 1728=1829

2 55 Hooper family genealogy including Robert “King” and John 1700s-1800s

2 56 Skipper Ben Ireson, subject of J.G. Whittier’s poem “Skipper 1808
Ireson’s Ride”

2 57 Robert Jeffrey 1789-

2 58 William Jones, colonial silversmith 1694-1730

2 59 Marquis delLafayette’s first visit to Marblehead 1784

2 60 Colonel Jeremiah Lee and family 1721-1775

2 61 Captain John Manley, Revolutionary War Captain of the schooner “Lee” 1775-1776

2 62 Captain John Martin family genealogy 1647-1716

2 63 Captain James Mugford 1749-1776

2 64 Nicholson family genealogy 1600s-1700s

2 65 Azor Orne 1731-1799

2 66 Maurice Pendergast, artist 19' century

2 67 Lydia Pinkham and her medicine company 1874

2 68 Mary “Moll” Pitcher, fortune teller 1783-1813

2 69 Casimir Pulaski, Revolutionary War hero 1747-1779

2 70 John Pulling and Paul Revere’s Ride 1775

2 71 Wilmot Redd, convicted as witch in Salem trial 1692

2 72 William Reed and Nathaniel Hooper, secessionists 19' century

2 73 Thomas Rix, 19" century diarist 1860s

2 74 Samuel Roads Jr., Marblehead historian 1853-1904

2 75 Rev. Marcia Selman 1856-1932

2 76 Judge Samuel Sewall’s diary 1674-1729

2 77 Squaw Sachem, wife of Chief Nanepashemet 1684

2 78 Joseph Story, Supreme Court Justice 1778-1845
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79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
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George Strong, diary excerpt

Agnes Surriage and Sir Henry Frankland
Swett family genealogy

Mary Bradish Titcomb

Rebecca Trefry last will and testament
Captain Samuel Tucker, Continental Navy
Captain Robert Wormsted

Woodfin family genealogy

SECTION 2 — Prominent Marblehead Residents of the 20" and 21 Centuries

Box Folder Contents

3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1
3 1

Arnould, Gene — Marblehead Summer Jazz

Ball, Edith Martin — Stories of Growing Up in Marblehead
Bowdon, William Hammond; Bette Hunt — Marblehead
Historical Society Archivists

Burns, Mrs. John — First Lady of Hawaii and Captain John Dominia
Who built the Hawaii Governor’s House in 1946

Buttons, Billy — Town “maverick” who lived in the Poor Farm

On Vine Street

Chapman, Martha — Stories of Growing Up in Marblehead
Newspaper Article

Cloutman, Robert — Boat Builder

Conly, William — Selectman

Cutler, Louise Martin — Contributing Writer to Marblehead from
Hollyhocks to Hot Top

Dixie, Dan — Author of Photography Books on Marblehead History
Dukett, Dr. William — Family Genealogy

Gamage, Virginia and Wilmot Redd Witchcraft Trial — Marblehead
Author and Town Historian

Gosling, Marion — Marblehead Historian

Fuller, R. Buckminster — Philosopher-Scientist who Summered in
Marblehead

Haley, Dr. William — Family Practitioner and World War Il Veteran
Hood, Ted — Boat and Sail Designer

Knight Russell — Preserver of Marblehead History

Litchman, Fred — Old Marblehead Photos

Lynch, Peter — Established Fidelity Investments Magellan Fund
Thompson, Arnold — Built Model of the U.S.S. Marblehead
Tudor, Tasha — Children’s Book Author and lllustrator

Wilkinson, Harry — Wrote Weekly Feature Marblehead’s History
Corner for The Marblehead Reporter Newspaper

Williams, Fenwick — Boat Designer and Inventor

Date(s)

July 6, 1839
Born 1726
1600s-1700s
1858-1927
1749
1747-1833
1755-1783
1800s-1900s

Date(s)

2001

1930s

1926

1923-2002
1965-1979

1927-1943

1903-1944

1989
1992
1994
1911-1999

Born 1902



SECTION 3 — Marblehead History Files from the Marion Gosling Collection

Prominent Marblehead Residents of the 20" and 21° Centuries (continued)

Box Folder Contents Date(s)

3 1 Broughton, Daniel 1943

3 1 Clark, Loring — Marblehead Tree Warden 1939-1970s

3 1 Dodge, Edith — Marblehead Council on Aging 1979

3 1 Goldsmith, Beatrice, Marblehead Post Card Collector 1981

3 1 Osborne, Bowden — Marblehead Photo Archivist 1980

3 1 Powers, Norman Family — Police Officer 1982

3 1 Schofield, Mabel — 100" Birthday 1979

3 1 Smith, Greg 1981

3 1 Stacey, Susan Martin — 102 Years Old 1979

1 3 Stevens, William — Town’s First Tree Warden 1880-1978

1 3 Welsch, Ulrike — Photographer of Marblehead news article 1982

3 2 The Bells of Marblehead — Song Sheet Cover 1907

3 3 Boston Post Cane and Marblehead 1998

3 4 Commerce of Marblehead — Article by Hammond Bowen 1932

3 5 Crossing the Delaware — Marblehead Men 12/25/1776

3 6 Dartmoor — Marblehead Prisoners of War 1812

3 7 Early Settlement 1629-1649

3 8 Early Settlers’ Genealogy 1660s-1800s

3 9 Early Settlers — Home Owners and Deeds 1700s-1800s

3 10 Early Settlers — Land Acquisition from the Namkeag Indians 1633-1684

3 11 Evolution From Fishing Village to Shoemaking to Summers 1600s-1800s
By the Sea

3 12 Fire of 1888 1888

3 13 First Things in Marblehead — Bulleted List of 100 Events 1629-1898

3 14 French Name Derivations From Marblehead 1890s

3 15 Genealogy Research Guide by Marion Gosling

3 16 Historical Homes — Sites and Highlights 1600s-1800s

3 17 History and Attractions Newspaper Article 1629-1900s

3 18 Hurricane Carol, 1954 1954

3 19 Leslei’s Retreat April 17, 1775

3 20 Lyceum Theatre Marblehead 1900s

3 21 Map of England — Phillips School House Map

3 22 Marblehead Historical Society Meetings 1970s-1990s

3 23 Marblehead Places That Have Changed or Disappeared

3 24 Marblehead’s Role in the American Revolution 1770s

3 25 Old Town House Print

3 26 Scavenger Hunt of Marblehead History — Q&A

3 27 Tourism in Marblehead — N.Y. Times Article 1998

3 28 U.S.S. Constitution Sails to Marblehead July 1997

3 29 Walking Tour — Brief History of Marblehead



SECTION 4 — Marion Gosling Personal Correspondence

4 1 Christmas Cards

4 2 Correspondence with Mrs. Roy (Win) Pierce — Concerning Her

Marblehead Ancestors. Part 1
- Woodbury Family

- Barnard Family

- Russell Family

- Girdler Family

- Martin Family

- Brooks Family

- LeCraw Family

4 3 Correspondence with Mrs. Roy (Win) Pierce, Part 2
- Robert Hooper Dixey
- Bowd (Boud, Boude, Boade) Family
- Nicholson Family
- Knott Family
- Codner Family
- Salter Family
- Dixey Family (plus Girdler and Swett Connections)
- Swett Family
- Stacey Family
- Trevett Family

1800s
1600s
1600s-1700s

1600s-1700s

1700s
1700s
1700s
1700s

1960s-1970s

1600s-1700s
1700s
1700s
1700s-1800s
1600s-1700s
1700s
1700s-1800s



